PNEC was created in 1999 to pool the objectives of four programmes: National Programme of Coastal Oceanography (PNOC), National Programme on the Determinism of the Recruitment (PNDR), National Programme on Coral Reefs (PNRCO), and National Programme on Algal Toxic Blooms (PNEAT). PNEC was developed to promote trans-institutional and transdisciplinary research on the coastal zone. Based on scientific questions, the purpose of PNEC was to produce scientific information at the national and international levels and, in this way contribute to international programmes such as LOICZ, GLOBEC, and GEOHAB. The research priorities were both focused on geographical worksites and theme-based. The worksites corresponded to a multidisciplinary approach for several years in a same geographical zone. The theme-based actions corresponded to transverse and/or innovative actions developed in the short term. They were flexible, open and changeable and were designed such that their results may be applied to the worksites. Eight worksites and seven theme-based actions were supported during the four first years of the PNEC. The results were recently published in an overview of 1999-2002 activities 1 .
The general objectives of the program have been actualized in 2003 to relate to the operating modes of the coastal systems under the oceanic, telluric, climatic and human influences and their consequences for the society (PNEC2). This general purpose was distributed in four closely related topics: climatic and human influences, biodiversity and forcing at the interfaces, exceptional events involving an imbalance of the coastal systems and/or social risks, in particular sanitary ones, and littoral public policies and coastal heritage. The second part of the program involved about 900 participants including 10% of foreigners, mostly from European countries. The projects were funded both as worksites and theme-based actions selected from their transverse and/or innovative characteristics. These transverse actions aimed to federate scientists from various institutions working on different sites, on methodological aspects, modelling and development of common tools to support operational structures. The PNEC also encouraged the emergence of new topics. The transverse and innovative actions projects were supported for two years in 2004 and 2005.
This issue of "Aquatic Living Resources" is devoted to the first results of theme-based actions of PNEC2, which were presented during a conference held on June [26] [27] [28] 2006 , in the campus of the IFREMER Centre in Nantes. The papers in this volume address a part of PNEC activities dealing with both aquaculture activities, and perturbations of coastal resources environment.
